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We understand that AI is a useful tool and we seek to ensure that all information relied upon 

before the Court is factually accurate, truthful and original. 

1) WHO IS THIS GUIDANCE FOR? 

This guidance applies to: 

(i) Advocates and legal representatives; 

(ii) Witnesses (professional and lay); 

(iii) Unrepresented family members and other interested persons; 

(iv) Members of the public. 

It explains how AI tools may and may not be used in connection with Cheshire Coroners Court 

inquests and other communications relevant to the death investigation. 

2) WHAT ARE AI TOOLS? 

AI tools include systems that generate written answers, summaries, explanations, or research 

results in response to questions. For example, text generation or “chatbot” tools, AI research 

assistants, or automated summarisation software. 

3) PERMITTED USE OF AI. 

AI tools may be used as an aide only, for example to: 

(i) Help understand the inquest process or legal terminology; 

(ii) Summarise disclosed documents for personal understanding; 

(iii) Prepare draft notes questions or chronologies for private use; 

(iv) Supplement your own research. 

Any material relied upon in court must be checked, understood, and justified by the person 

using it without relying on the AI tool itself. 

4) CONFIDENTIALITY AND PRIVACY. 

Documents provided by the court must not be uploaded to any AI open-source system hosted on 

a public or hybrid cloud 
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5) WHAT AI MUST NOT BE USED FOR. 

AI-generated material must not be: 

(i) Treated as evidence; 

(ii) Quoted as authoritative or expert opinion; 

(iii) Used to introduce new facts not supported by evidence; 

(iv) Relied upon instead of disclosed documents or witness evidence. 

The Court will not accept wide-ranging or unfocused AI-generated material including: 

(v) General commentary on medical, scientific, legal, or policy issues that do not directly 

arise from the evidence; 

(vi) Hypothetical scenarios, speculation, or abstract possibilities; 

(vii) Lengthy documents raising numerous issues unrelated to the statutory questions the 

Coroner must answer. 

 

6) LIMITS OF THE INQUEST. 

An inquest is limited by law to answering specific statutory questions about who the deceased 

was, and how, when, and where they died. 

The Coroner: 

(i) Will not pursue matters raised only because an AI tool suggests they “might be relevant”; 

(ii) Will only focus on matters that properly arise from the evidence. 

 

7) RESPONSIBILITY AND RELIABILITY 

Anyone relying on AI-assisted materials remains personally responsible for: 

(i) Its accuracy; 

(ii) Its relevance to the inquest; 

(iii) Ensuring it does not mislead the court. 

AI tools may produce information that sounds convincing but is incomplete, inaccurate, 

irrelevant, or based on non-applicable overseas material. 
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8) WHAT THE CORONER MAY DO: 

To ensure proceedings remain fair and focused, the Coroner may: 

(i) Decline to consider irrelevant or speculative AI-generated material in full or in part; 

(ii) Limit questioning or submissions based on such material; 

(iii) Direct disclosure requiring you to identify and explain the documents produced using AI, 

the system used, the documents uploaded to AI, and the prompts used. 
 

9) KEY MESSAGE 

AI tools can help with understanding and preparation, but they do not decide what is relevant to 

an inquest. Relevance is determined by the coroner and not by AI-generated suggestions. 

Even with the best prompts, the information provided may be inaccurate, incomplete, 

misleading, or biased. 

Inform the court if and how you have used an AI tool when presenting documents to the court if 

used for legal research. 


